Concurrent case note screening: failure to demonstrate benefit.
In 1991 the third of a series of trials of concurrent case note screening was conducted over a 4 month period in one surgical and one medical unit of a busy metropolitan public teaching hospital in South Australia. The conclusion reached was that there is insufficient evidence of consistent improvement to justify the continuation of this expensive method of quality assurance. Traditional monitoring of performance by consultants, perhaps with the aid of computer-assisted management information, should achieve similar results.